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A Wildlife Photographer’s Journal of a Dying A Wildlife Photographer’s Journal of a Dying 
TreeTree
Gillian Martin

,W·V� EHHQ�ÀYH�\HDUV� VLQFH�ZLOGOLIH�SKRWRJUDSKHU�
Peggy Honda recorded the life of a dying sycamore 
in southern California. She did so over the period of 
a year. The tree stood at the perimeter of an urban 
park where park staff considered its risk tolerable. 
‘Pitiful’ would describe it. A normal eye would view 
it as useless and dismiss it immediately. But Peggy’s 
alertness for wildlife told her the tree promised a 
story. One that delights the heart. One that lures the 
JRRG�LQ�XV��,�WKLQN��2QH�WKDW�UHYHDOV�WKDW�LQ�QDWXUH��
QRWKLQJ�LV�VXSHUÁXRXV��6KH�KDV�JHQHURXVO\�DOORZHG�
me to narrate it. 

%HIRUH�,�GR��,·G�OLNH�WR�VKDUH�WKH�WUHH·V�XQH[SHFWHG�
legacy after it failed one night a few months after these 
photos were taken. Peggy and I saw some purpose 
WR� LW� VWLOO�� VR� ZH� DVVLVWHG� WKH� UDQJHU� LQ� LGHQWLI\LQJ�
and saving segments which bore evidence of its 
VHUYLFH�WR�ZLOGOLIH��)LJXUH�����7KH�UDQJHU�ZDV�SOHDVHG�
to demonstrate to park visitors that a dead tree is 
anything but useless. Perhaps youngsters might 

be enticed to observe other dying trees for signs of 
ZLOGOLIH"�:H�KRSHG�VR��

The tree’s remains contain hieroglyphs of the 
story we now begin.

7KLV� LV� D� WUHH� ZKHUH� :HVWHUQ� EOXHELUGV� �Sialia 
mexicana) are preparing a nursery. They are inheriting 
D� QHVW� FDYLW\� �)LJXUH� ��� H[FDYDWHG� WKH� \HDU� EHIRUH�
E\� D� 1XWWDOO·V� ZRRGSHFNHU� �Picoides nuttalli). This 
time the woodpecker has prepared a new home just 
EHORZ��)LJXUH�����7KH�EOXHELUG�WHQDQWV�DUH�XQDZDUH�
RI� WKHLU� FDYLW\·V� GUDPDWLF� KLVWRU\�� 7KH� \HDU� EHIRUH��
D� (XURSHDQ� VWDUOLQJ� �Sturnus vulgaris) attempted 
to usurp it from the woodpeckers while they were 
FDULQJ�IRU�WKHLU�\RXQJ��$�VHULRXV�EDWWOH�HQVXHG��)RU�
a time the two thrashed it out on the ground. The 
PDOH�ZRRGSHFNHU�WULXPSKHG��KRZHYHU��+H�ZDV�DEOH�
WR�HVFDSH�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�FDYLW\��ZLWK�WKH�VWDUOLQJ�VWLOO�
LQ� SXUVXLW��� EXW� KH� WXUQHG� DURXQG� LQ� WLPH� WR� EORFN�
the hole entrance and deliver a persuasive poke to its 
EHOO\��)LJXUH�����2XFK�

All photos courtesy of Peggy Honda, except where noted otherwise
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6LQFH� WKHLU� \RXQJ� KDYH� KDWFKHG�� EOXHELUG� DQG�
ZRRGSHFNHU�SDUHQWV�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�H[WUD�KRXUV��)LJXUHV�
������7R�GHOLYHU�HQRXJK�LQVHFW�PHDOV��WKH\�IRUD\�LQ�DOO�
directions in relay fashion. Bluebird parents shop on 
WKH�ZLGH�H[SDQVH�RI�ODZQ��7KH�ZRRGSHFNHU�SDUHQWV�
invest most of their efforts gleaning and probing 
EDUN��)LJXUH�����%HWZHHQ�PHDOWLPHV��WKH\�WDNH�RXW�WKH�
WUDVK³HJJVKHOOV�DQG�IHFDO�VDFNV��)LJXUH�����1RW�MXVW�
RXWVLGH� WKH�GRRU�� EXW� VRPH�GLVWDQFH� DZD\�� 3DUHQWV�
want to keep the nest and young clean but also 
reduce scents that might attract pests and predators. 
7R� VRPH� ZLOGOLIH�� KRZHYHU�� HJJVKHOOV� DUHQ·W� WUDVK��
They are a calcium supplement.

5DLVLQJ�D�IDPLO\� LV�D�ELJ� LQYHVWPHQW��VR�SDUHQWV�
become increasingly protective of their nests. The 
bluebird adults decide that the woodpeckers’ home 
is just too close for comfort. They launch an attack 
ZKHQHYHU� WKH� SDUHQWV� FRPH� DQG� JR� �)LJXUH� ����
Timing meal deliveries becomes a game of cat and 
mouse. Each woodpecker parent waits undercover in 
D�QHDUE\�WUHH��)LJXUH������7KHQ��ZKHQ�WKH�EOXHELUGV�
DSSHDU�SUHRFFXSLHG��LW·V�D�PDG�GDVK�KRPH�ZLWK�WKH�
groceries.

$� GRZQ\� ZRRGSHFNHU� �Picoides pubescens) 
VWRSV�E\��)LJXUH������3HUKDSV�VKH�GHFLGHV�WKH�WUHH·V�
occupants won’t tolerate another competitor because 
VKH� VRRQ� OHDYHV��$QG�RK�\HV��7KHUH·V� WKH�PDWWHU�RI�
crows. They are numerous and bold. And they have 
kids to feed too. Chicks chirping in a cavity is a dinner 
EHOO� WR� D� FURZ�� /XFNLO\� WKH� FURZ� LV� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ� D�
YDFDQW�FDYLW\�PDGH�HDUOLHU�E\�ZRRGSHFNHUV���)LJXUH�
�����,W�VRRQ�ÁLHV�RII��EXW�FURZV�UHPDLQ�RQ�WKH�SDUHQWV·�
radar. 

Here’s a bluebird nestling who is now able to 
climb the walls of its home and peer out its front 
GRRU� �)LJXUH� �����+XQJHU� LV� D�PRWLYDWRU�� ,W� EHJV� LQ�
KLJK�GHFLEHOV�´)HHG�PH�QRZ��)HHG�PH�ÀUVW�µ�:KLOH�

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.

Figure 4. Figure 5.
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Figure 6. Figure 7.

Figure 8. Figure 9.

Figure 10.
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Figure 11.

Figure 12. Figure 13.

Figure 14. Figure 15.
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FDOOLQJ� IRU� PRP� DQG� GDG�� WKH� \RXQJVWHU� EHFRPHV�
DFTXDLQWHG� ZLWK� QHLJKERUV� SDVVLQJ� E\�� LQFOXGLQJ�
DQ� $QQD·V� KXPPLQJELUG� �Calypte anna�� )LJXUH� ����
DQG�D�EODFN�SKRHEH��Sayornis nigricans). The phoebe 
pauses to make sense of the hungry mouth turned in 
its direction. The nestling soon learns that not every 
IHDWKHUHG�Á\HU�GHOLYHUV�D�PHDO��)LJXUH������

Suddenly its attention is drawn to a racket higher 
LQ� WKH� WUHH�� $� \RXQJ� IDPLO\� RI� QRUWKHUQ� URXJK�
ZLQJHG� VZDOORZV� �Stelgidopteryx serripennis) is also 
EHJJLQJ� WR� EH� IHG� �)LJXUH� ����� 7KH� WUHH·V� EDUH� OLPE�
provides a good location for a food line. And here 
FRPHV�D�FDUSHQWHU�EHH��Xylocopa�VS���)LJXUH������6KH·V�
tunneling her nest in the decayed wood just above 
WKH� FDYLW\� �)LJXUH� ����� 6KH� GLVDSSHDUV� WKURXJK� KHU�
QLFNHO�VL]H�IURQW�GRRU�EHIRUH�WKH�SKRHEH�FDQ�PDNH�D�
meal of her. 

7KRXJK�ZH�GR�QRW�VHH�LW��D�VSLGHU�KDV�VWUXQJ�LWV�
web across one of many knotholes in the tree. But not 
HYHQ� WKLV� VLOHQW�� PLQG�\RXU�RZQ�EXVLQHVV� FUHDWXUH�
HVFDSHV�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�VKRSSHUV��7KH�KXPPLQJELUG�
is foraging for insects and spider silk to weave into 
KHU�QHVW��)LJXUH������

$OO�TXDUUHOV�DQG�ODERUV�QDWXUDOO\�FRPH�WR�UHVW�DW�
GXVN��DQG�WKLV�LV�ZKHQ�WKH�VRXQGV�RI�WKH�QLJKW�VOLS�LQWR�
the birds’ chambers. Distant cars. Crickets. Coyotes. 
Owls. The baby birds are learning these sounds are 
no cause for concern. They’re likely unaware that 
D� UHVLGHQW�JUHDW�KRUQHG�RZO� �Bubo virginianus) uses 
their tree as a night perch. Note the evidence at the 
EDVH�RI�WKH�WUHH��DQ�RZO�SHOOHW��)LJXUH������7KH�RZO·V�
JL]]DUG�ZRUNV� OLNH�D� WUDVK�FRPSDFWRU��DOORZLQJ� WKH�
owl to regurgitate indigestible parts of prey such as 
ERQHV��WHHWK��IXU�DQG�IHDWKHUV�� ¶7UDVK�GD\·�PLJKW�EH�
HYHU\�GD\� WR� WKH�RZO��EXW�ZKDW·V� WUDVK� WR� WKH�QLJKW�
KRRWHU�PD\�EH�D�FDOOLQJ�FDUG�WR�GHFRPSRVHUV��DQG�D�
source of calcium to detrivores.

2K� ZH� PLVVHG� WKH� ELJ� GD\�� %OXHELUGV� KDYH�
UHFHQWO\� OHIW� WKHLU� QHVW�� WKH\� DUH� DERXW� WKUHH�ZHHNV�
ROG�QRZ��7KHLU�ÀUVW�ÁLJKW� LV�XVXDOO\� WLPHG�IRU�RQO\�
WKH� IDPLO\� WR� ZLWQHVV�� ,W� LV� D� IDVW�� IUDQWLF� WHVW� RI�
uncertain wings driven by instinct and the urging 
RI�PRP�DQG�GDG��7KHLU�ÀUVW�ODQGLQJ�LV�DPRQJ�D�ODF\�
curtain of leaves in a nearby tree. The tree’s mottled 
OLJKW�DQG�WKH�ELUGV·�XQÀQLVKHG�IHDWKHUV�FRQYHQLHQWO\�
deceive potential predators. It’s just the place to hide 

Figure 16. Figure 17.

Figure 18. Photo courtesy of Kim Venhuizen Figure 19.
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DQG�NHHS�DQ�H\H�RXW�IRU�PRP�DQG�GDG��)LJXUH������
$QG�LW·V� WKH�SHUIHFW�VSRW�WR�EH�IHG��DW� OHDVW� LQLWLDOO\��
$ERXW�D�ZHHN�ODWHU�WKH�EOXHELUGV·�FORVHVW�QHLJKERUV��
WKH�LPPDWXUH�1XWWDOO·V�ZRRGSHFNHUV��ÁHGJH�DV�ZHOO�
�)LJXUH������7KH\�VRRQ�IROORZ�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�WR�EH�IHG�
and to learn the many nooks and crannies where 
LQVHFWV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG��)LJXUH������

:KHQ�ÁLJKW�PXVFOHV� DUH� VWURQJHU� DQG� LW·V� VDIHU�
WR� VSHQG� PRUH� WLPH� LQ� WKH� RSHQ�� RQH� EOXHELUG�
ÁHGJOLQJ�UHWXUQV�WR�WKH�GHDG�WUHH�KRSLQJ�IRU�D�PHDO�
delivery. The unobstructed view provided by its 
bare branches is helpful for loudly proclaiming its 
hunger and attracting a parent’s attention. Look at 
PRP·V�DJLOLW\�ZKHQ�IHHGLQJ�WKLV�\RXQJVWHU��$�KRXVH�
ÀQFK� �Carpodacus mexicanus) who’s perched nearby 
ORRNV�RQ�ZLWK�FXULRVLW\��)LJXUH�����

Tough days lie ahead. When bluebird and 
ZRRGSHFNHU�ÁHGJOLQJV�DUH� VHOI�UHOLDQW�� WKH\�ZLOO� EH�
chased from their parents’ territory. A few weeks 
later the adult bluebirds begin to raise another family 
in the same cavity. An immature son helps mom and 
GDG� IHHG� WKHLU� VHFRQG� EURRG� �)LJXUH� ����� 7KHUH·V� D�
payoff. He’s allowed access to the food resources 
in their territory for a while longer. If he makes it 
WKURXJK� WKH�ZLQWHU�� QH[W� VSULQJ� KH�ZLOO� VHDUFK� IRU�
a suitable territory and of course compete for a 
KHDWK\�IHPDOH�� ,I�KH�GRHVQ·W� ORFDWH�D� WUHH�FDYLW\��KH�
will not breed. We wish we knew his fate and that of 
KLV�ZRRGSHFNHU�QHLJKERUV��EXW�WKLV�FKDSWHU�LQ�WKHLU�
story ends here. The rest is told by those who track 
SRSXODWLRQ�WUHQGV��0HDQZKLOH��OHW·V�FRQVLGHU�DQRWKHU�
relevant trend.

$V� DUERULVWV� NQRZ�� WROHUDEOH� ULVN� ZKHUH� WUHHV�
DUH� FRQFHUQHG� LV� MXVWLÀDEO\� ORZ� DURXQG� KXPDQ�
GHYHORSPHQW��&RQVHUYDWLYH� DVVHVVPHQWV� VDYH� OLYHV��
SURWHFW� SURSHUW\�� DQG� UHGXFH� FRVW� RI� OLDELOLW\�� 2I�
FRXUVH�� LQ� RWKHU� ORFDWLRQV� VXFK� DV� QDWXUDO� DUHDV�
DQG� ODUJH�SULYDWH�SURSHUWLHV�� ULVN� WROHUDQFH�PD\�EH�
KLJKHU��,Q�ORFDWLRQV�ZKHUH�KDELWDW�TXDOLW\�LV�DW�OHDVW�
UHDVRQDEO\�JRRG�� LQWROHUDQFH�RI�GHDG� WUHHV� RU� HYHQ�
dead limbs in living trees decreases species diversity 
LQ�WZR�ZD\V��)LUVW��LW�UHGXFHV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�VSHFLHV�
WKDW�PD\�UHTXLUH�GHDG�RU�G\LQJ�WUHHV��DQG�VHFRQGO\��LW�
reduces the ecosystem services those species and the 
WUHH�SURYLGH��5LVN� LQWROHUDQFH� DOVR� VWLÁHV� LQJHQXLW\�
EHFDXVH�LW�GLVFRXUDJHV�GHEDWH��FUHDWLYH�DQG�YLVLRQDU\�
WKLQNLQJ�� DQG� SRVVLEO\�� DFFHSWDEOH� DOWHUQDWLYHV� WR�
removal. 

:KHQ�,�REVHUYH�WKLV�LQFUHPHQWDO�EXW�VWHDG\�WUHQG��
the words of deceased author and marine biologist 
5DFKHO� &DUVRQ� GULIW� RYHU�PH� OLNH� DVK�� ´«WKH� WLGHV�

Figure 20. Photo by Gillian Martin

Figure 21.

Figure 22.
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DIIHFW�WKH�ZKROH�RFHDQ��IURP�LWV�VXUIDFH�WR�LWV�ÁRRU�µ�
No additional dying trees have been retained in the 
ORFDWLRQ�RI�RXU�VWRU\��RU�RWKHU�SDUNV�,�PRQLWRU��H[FHSW�
IRU� RQH��:KHQ� ,� YLVLW� WKHVH� VWLOO�YDFDQW� VSDFHV�� P\�
eyes and ears reach unsuccessfully for the lives that 
once were there. What comes to me instead is that 
LQ� WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG�DURXQG�XV��VR�PXFK�RI�ZKDW·V�
steadily slipping away is as unseen as vapor released 
from leaves. 

Does the tree or dead limb need to be removed 
FRPSOHWHO\"�7KLV� LV�RQH�TXHVWLRQ�ZH�PLJKW�FRQVLGHU�
PRUH� IUHTXHQWO\�� 2I� FRXUVH�� ¶ULJKW� WUHH�� ULJKW� SODFH·�
applies to retaining dead trees as well. Because there 
DUH� PDQ\� FRPSOH[LWLHV� DQG� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� LQ� WKLV�
SURFHVV�� WKH� 7UHH� &DUH� IRU� %LUGV� DQG� RWKHU�:LOGOLIH�
SURJUDP��7UHH&DUHIRU%LUGV�FRP��KDV�GHYHORSHG�WKUHH�
resources that offer practical guidance for making 
such decisions. We consider this a worthy challenge 

in the interest of urban forest health and diversity.
,·G� OLNH� WR� UHWXUQ� WR� RXU� SKRWRJUDSKHU�� 3HJJ\�

+RQGD��DQG�VKDUH�WKLV�DERXW�KHU���VKH�VWULYHV�WR�HDUQ�
the trust of her subjects so that her knowledge of them 
is intimate. Intuitively she knows how to make her 
prolonged and recurring visits acceptable. She stays 
RXWVLGH�WKHLU�EXIIHU�]RQH��UHPDLQV�TXLHW�DQG�ORZ��DQG�
wears subdued colors. Her concern for wildlife is 
deep and compassionate. Her images invite a sense 
of wonder by calling forward the primordial genius 
of life’s origins and adaptations. Her images are also 
KHU�MR\��VRPHWLPHV�KHU�JULHI��DQG�DOZD\V�KHU�KRSH��,W�
has been an honor to support her hope.

Gillian Martin
&R�OHDGHU��7UHH�&DUH�IRU�%LUGV�
&RPPLWWHH�RI�:&,6$
*LOOLDQ�0DUWLQ#&DYLW\&RQVHUYDWLRQ�FRP

Figure 23. Figure 24.

Figure 25.
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$QRQ\PRXV��Q�G��5HPHPEHULQJ�WKH�SDVVHQJHU�
SLJHRQ��&HQWHU�IRU�%LRORJLFDO�'LYHUVLW\��KWWSV���ZZZ�
ELRORJLFDOGLYHUVLW\�RUJ�VSHFLHV�ELUGV�SDVVHQJHUB
SLJHRQ�LQGH[�KWPO

&RUQHOO�/DE�RI�2UQLWKRORJ\��1HVW:DWFK���KWWSV���
QHVWZDWFK�RUJ�OHDUQ�DOO�DERXW�ELUGKRXVHV�ELUGV�
PRXUQLQJ�GRYH��

'ROWRQ��'�'���5�'��5DX��DQG�.��3DUNHU���������
0RXUQLQJ�GRYH�SRSXODWLRQ�VWDWXV��������8�6��
)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��/DXUHO��0DU\ODQG��
86$���KWWSV���ZZZ�IZV�JRY�PLJUDWRU\ELUGV�SGI�
VXUYH\V�DQG�GDWD�3RSXODWLRQ�VWDWXV�0RXUQLQJ'RYH�
0RXUQLQJ'RYH3RSXODWLRQ6WDWXV���SGI�

2WLV��'�/���-�+��6KXOW]��'��0LOOHU��5�(��0LUDUFKL��
DQG�7�6��%DVNHWW��������0RXUQLQJ�GRYH��Zenaida 
macroura���YHUVLRQ������LQ�%LUGV�RI�WKH�:RUOG��$��)��
3RROH��(GLWRU���&RUQHOO�/DE�RI�2UQLWKRORJ\��,WKDFD��
1<��86$���KWWSV���GRL�RUJ���������ERZ�PRXGRY���

7KH�0LJUDWRU\�%LUG�7UHDW\�$FW��KWWSV���ZZZ�IZV�
JRY�ELUGV�SROLFLHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�ODZV�OHJLVODWLRQV�
PLJUDWRU\�ELUG�WUHDW\�DFW�SKS

REFERENCES
shoulder during this sor�
rowful time.” In some un�
conscious way I’ve known 
all along that a mourning 
GRYH·V� TXLHW�� GHSHQGDEOH�
presence makes it a com�
IRUWLQJ� FRPSDQLRQ�� D� V\P�
bol of peace. What better 
bird for this purpose than 
one which is generally 
WUDQTXLO� DQG� LV� IHDWKHUHG�
LQ�WKH�KRSHIXO�KXHV�RI�VRLO"�
I am not alone in this im�
pression because images of 
doves are often on sympa�
thy cards and historically 
RQ�SRVWDJH� VWDPSV�� FDUYHG�
in human structures and on 
gravestones. 

Would I notice if the 
mourning dove was no 
ORQJHU� DEXQGDQW"� ,� ZRXOG�

miss their assembly on 
powerlines. I know them by 
WKHLU�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�KHDGV��
VTXDUH�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�ORQJ��
tapered tails. I would miss 
them at my bird bath at 
GDZQ� DQG� GXVN�� DQG� RQ�
my backyard fence where 
mated pairs end the day 
by preening each other’s 
necks. I’d miss the way 
WKH\� IDFH� WKH� UHFHHGLQJ��
OLJKW�EOD]HG�ZHVW�XQWLO�WKHLU�
identities are lost in their 
deepening silhouettes.

Gillian Martin
&R�OHDGHU�� 7UHH� &DUH� IRU�
%LUGV�
&RPPLWWHH�RI�:&,6$
*LOOLDQ�0DUWLQ#
&DYLW\&RQVHUYDWLRQ�FRP

%\�QR�PHDQV�GR�,�FODLP�WR�EH�DQ�H[SHUW�RQ�WKLV�
WRSLF��,Q�IDFW��,�PRVW�OLNHO\�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�VDPH�OLP�
ited evidence as anyone else reading this article. 
These are purely my informed and observational 
musings on trees and wind.

Many of us have been to a client’s house and 
VHHQ� WKHLU� RYHUSUXQHG� WUHHV�� DQG� PD\EH� ZH·YH�
DVNHG� WKHP�ZKR� GLG� WKH� SUXQLQJ� DQG�ZK\�� DQG�
sometimes their response is that the pruning guy 
thinned the trees “for wind”. The common concep�
tion is that trees are windsails that catch the wind 
LQ�WKHLU�FDQRSLHV��VLPLODU�WR�KRZ�D�VDLOERDW�FDWFKHV�
ZLQG��DQG�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDLO�LQ�ZLQG�
HYHQWV�LI�WKH\�KDYH�IXOO�FDQRSLHV��,I�WKLV�ZHUH�WUXH��
WKHQ�LW�PDNHV�SHUIHFW�VHQVH�WR�RSHQ�WKH�FDQRS\��VLP�
LODU�WR�SRNLQJ�D�KROH�LQ�D�VDLO��DQG�DOORZ�WKH�ZLQG�WR�
pass through rather than being caught.

%XW�WUHHV�DUH�QRW�OLNH�VDLOERDWV²�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�
OLNH�FDUV��VWDWLRQDU\�FDUV��,�JXHVV���,Q�JHQHUDO��WKH�
shape of a tree and the movement of its leaves are 
intended to dampen the wind and direct it around 
WKH�FDQRS\�� VLPLODU� WR�KRZ�DLU�ÁRZV�DURXQG� WKH�
body of a car. 

And how do you make a car more aerody�
QDPLF"�'R�\RX�RSHQ�WKH�ZLQGRZV�DQG�DOORZ�WKH�
DLU�WR�SDVV�WKURXJK�WKH�FDU"�&HUWDLQO\�QRW��2SHQ�
ing the windows increases the surface area of the 
FDU��WKHUHE\�LQFUHDVLQJ�ZLQG�GUDJ��1R��\RX�ZRXOG�
make the car smaller to decrease surface area and 
wind drag. 

7KH�VDPH�FRQFHSW�DSSOLHV�WR�WUHH�FDQRSLHV���LI�
\RX�RSHQ�D�WUHH�FDQRS\�ZLWK�WKLQQLQJ��\RX�H[SRVH�
WKH� LQWHULRU� EUDQFKHV�� LQFUHDVH� WKH� FDQRS\·V� VXU�
IDFH�DUHD�DQG�ZLQG�GUDJ��DQG�PDNH�ZKROH�WUHH�RU�
branch failure more likely. 

But if you make the canopy smaller instead 
�IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH� LQ���\RX�GHFUHDVH� WKH�FDQRS\·V�
VXUIDFH�DUHD�DQG�ZLQG�GUDJ��DQG�DFKLHYH�WKH�JRDO�
of making whole tree or branch failure less likely.

6R�QH[W�WLPH�VRPHRQH�DVNV�\RX�DERXW�WUHHV�DQG�
ZLQG��OHW�WKHP�NQRZ�WKDW�WUHHV�DUH�DHURG\QDPLF�RU�
JDQLVPV��QRW�VDLOERDWV��7KLQN�VPDOOHU��QRW�WKLQQHG�

Alison Lancaster 
Consulting Arborist in Los Angeles, CA 
alison@janscow.com
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